re ner a ~ = 


VOL. I. 


. 


- 


4 


The Athenian 


. & OP 4 > & ¢ are 
‘ ae ae3 . wb 
a4 - 7 7 : 
2 . : . aU . ‘4 


Queft. I HT was Linfey-Woolfey forbidden 
to be ufed by the Jews under the Law? 

Anfw. Though "as probable there might be fome farsber 
End in moft of the Iywnétions of the Ceremortal Law, than 
trying ‘their Obedience, or typifving ous Saviour, yer what 
thofe Ends might be we can only now gatfsar.— Many 
things might be enfoyned, as learned Men have thought, on 
wthe Fews trom {ymbolizi ‘9 with che Afathem 
round alour “em. whole fdolatries they were fo much ine 
clin’d t0. This of Linfiy Wooley, ‘tis the general Opie 
nion, was to reprefent uma “em thac Simplicity and Integrity 
which they oughe to fhew forth in their Converfations :-—~ 
Thar their Lives ought to be of a piece, withour any Doudle~ 
dealing, Hypocrifie, or Deceit.-—~ But what if we fhould 
add a Guels of our own on this Swbyeét ? Perhaps their being 
forbidden ro wear a Garment made ot Linnen and Woollen, was 
to typiffe to’em, or pat*em in mind of the Care they ought 
ro take, not to marry (range Wives, of the Atathen about 
‘om, thereby making a kind of a Party-colour’d Family, their 
Children, as chofe of che Captivity, (peaking half the Fewilh, 
and the other ha/f fome other Language. 

Queft. 2. Why the Jews made their Idols in the fhape of a 
Calf, rather than any other Beaft? 

Anfw Nodoubr they dearnt it in Egypt, where the Wor- 
hip of an Ox or Calf was notortoufly praaifed. 
~ Queft. 2 Whither our Knowledge in ow future Eftate will 
be gradual sf 

Anfw. Ic will certainly be fo before the Day of Fudgment’s 
for iil then we can’c f much gs properly Row our selves, 
nor what Happinefs we fhall have in the Union of Soul and 
Body, But after the general Fudgment, Confummation of all 
things, and our laft higheft Bli/s in Heaven, i will very well 
admit a Queftron whether, though the Ejfence of chat Happi- 
vis will be che fime, the Degrees thereof may not be aug- 
mented, borh in Love, Joy, Satisfaction and: Knowledge , oné 
cf which muft augment onthe increafe of the other: — 
And we chink it not at all improbable, that thefe fhall really 
augment, » God is an infinite Objeft,—— that which is f- 

chough never fo refin’d and adyane’d in its Nature, 
cure now God aleagether, nay, can never know him all 5 we 
think at thercfore fair arguing, that our Knowledge of bim 
there mult be fuccefive, our Capicity fill. augmenting with 
our Knomledg:, as our Azppinefs with both,---+ Take ano- 
thernot improbable Argument for the fame Head: In 
Heaven we thal) be tavz74001,— like the Angels:—- Their 
Knowledge is evadual, for they look into the Church, to learn 
the Myllevies thereof, even though in Heaven: And why then 
may aor ours be fo too, if e’er we are fo happy by God's Grace 
to get thither ? 

Queft. 4. Whether Adam was a € iant? Jf not, from whence 
did that Race proceed, and where did it terminate? 

Anfw. Had Adam been a Giant, it follows nor, all his 
Race mutt have been fo too to all Generations; for chen all 
the World had been fo: =Nay, racher one had been fo; for 
a Giant is a Monfler for Greatnefs, as a Dwarfs tor Littlene{s.— 
But had rhere been any of fuch a fixe as Men are now, they 
muft have been Dwarfs, only in refpe&of the reff.— Burt 
ftill the Doubt remains,-- whence did the Race of Giants 
proceed, and where did it terminate?— We anfwer,— If 
the A:brew word, we tranflate Giant, be taken in tharSenfe 
Wherein we commonly ule the Englijb one, as we are In- 
clin'd to believe, their Race might proceed from Perfons of 
erdinary Bulb and Stature, as we fee in thofle few Giants we 
have now in the World :==» And if one, why noc many? For 
the Terminating of this Race, ic ended in the Flood, as toa 
Conftancy, though accidental’y we atterwards read of others 
who were like ’em, more frequently Im the Ages imme- 
diately fucceeding the F/ood, @c. and fomerimes, as has 
been fa'd, even in our own. 

Queft. 5. Is the Pope Anrichrift? ; 

Anfw. Vf he ben’c Antichrift himféelf, he’s wilely like bim ; 
though we mean not fo much one fingle Man, as the whole 
Polity and Hierarchy of Rome. Wehave had above tywenty 
Archbilbops and Bifbops of the Church of England, finee the 
Reformation, who have exprefly aflerted that Rome % Baby- 
bz, and the Pope Antichrift. And the Homilies themfelves 
do apc obfcurely istimate thefame. *Tis theavow'd Faith 
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of all the Foreign Protefiant Charclys, and has been (0 im all 
Ages: The poor Waldenfes, the Bohemians, and the Follomers 
of Wickliff here in Exgland, held the fame. But Argument 
Is the beft Authority; and tis thus argued, that he is the 
great Antichrift.— - “Tis granted. that the 5 avaxciuwG-, 
the Adverfary, that evaits bimfelf againg, and in the Stat 
of God, is the fame with this dyrixec@-, or Axtichrif, 
Chrifi’s Vicar, or rather his Rival im the World. Bur this 
Maz of Sin, this Son of Peraition, if any where in the World, 
is to be found. ac Rome, all the Marks the Holy Spirit gives, 
exadcily agreeing:— The Manof Sin exalts himfelf above all 
that’s called Gody—- fo does the Pope,— above Kings and Em- 
perors, tarthlyGodsi—— Againfithe God.of Heaven, difpenfing 
with his Laws, and fecting up others in their room.—— 
Tne Max of Sin fics in the Temple of God, fhewing, or making 
Oftentation ot himfclf, that he is God:—~ So, to atitiles 
does the Pope, who ts plac’d upon the holy Altar, and folemn- 
ly ador’d; nay, whom they ca!b Ow Lord God the Pope—— 
There was fomething which did lett, inthe Apoftles time, why 
this Man of Sin thou'd not immediately appiar in the World ; 
aod fomething which muft be remev'd, or taken out of the 
way, before it cou’d be done; and fomthing which, for 
fome Reafon or other, the Ap»ffies though: nor-fit more plate 
lytomention.—- All which 1s interpréted by the. ancient Fa- 
thers themf€lves, of the Roman Powe and Empive: This Em- 
pire ts now saben away,-—— that which fyccerds in its room, 
and whofe Power was hinder'’d from appearing while thatre- 
main'd, muft be Antichrifiz— This belongs, without dif 
pute, tothe Pope, therefore he is Antichrifi.— Againme 
the Man of Sin, or Antichrifl, is to come after the worbing 
of Satan, with Signs and lying Winders : So does the Pot 
The Prophecy in 1 Fim. 4. 18 as plainz-- The Apoftates of the 
latter Days are che Followers of Antichrifl y= they, as God's 
Spirit tells us, fhall give beed to fiducing Spirits, and Doétrines 
of Devils; thall forbid to marry, and command co abftain 
from Meats, ge. This have the Papifls done more eminent- 
ly than ever any other. We cou'd add more Avgwnents 
from the Revelations, but defire firft (though we tever ex- 
pect) to fee thefe anfwe'd; but will kave it here, afer 
we have précladed ar: Olyétion of two, which make a greater 
noife, becaufe of the Pefons who rais'd ‘em, than fem any 
thing of weight they have in themfelves. . A!l who are fer 
up againft the Pope, to excafe him from being imended in 
thefe Prophefies, are Simon Magys, Caligula and Mahemet.—~ 
Bur neither of chefe can be here pointed at, therefore the 
Former muft e’en keep his place. Not Ca igala or Simon Ma- 
gus, becaule both reveal’d, or appearing in the World, betore 
this Epiftie and Prophifie was written: Not Mahomet, who 
fiands faireft for the Title, next its trae Owner,-~ becaufe 
he came not with Deceiveblene(s, nor was there any Agftery 
in his Iniquity ; it being open, and bare-fac'd: Nor is he wor- 
thipp'd as God, only as his great Prophet: Nor does he for- 
bid to marry, nor Meats, though he does Wine: Nor was his 
Seat at Rome, which 1s Babylon. 

Queft. 6, Whether Aaron receiv'’d the Ear-rings and Brace- 
lets of the Children of Iracl, and made the Calf of them, of real 
Gold? By what means did Mofes barn it, and reduce it to 
Alhes? 

Anfw.’Tis not faid in any Tran/lation that we e’er yét faw, 
that the Calf was reduced to Albés: It was indeed barnt, or 
thrown into the Fire, and melted out of that form and hapa 
whereunto Aaron had reduced it;——- and chen, as our 
Tranflation has it, flamp'd to Powder; that is, ground or fi- 
led it as fmall as pcflible, and fo frewed upon the Water 5 
whenas the Jews fay, by the drinking thereof, the Bellies of 
thofe who had been guilty of Idolatry immediately fweld, 
and their Faces were difcolour’d, much as in the Cafe of the 
Watersof Jealoufe, and thereby were difcover'd to the Levites, 
The Hebrew makes it plainy PWN VW IM. Be 
molwit ufque quo comminuit. The Septuagint much to the fame 
purpole, Kanjagow av rey Agwroy,—- Contrivit cum mitntinamw 
Ground it very fmall, The Syriack Verfion,—- Limavit mus 
Limi, quad comminutus ¢ff:t, quati pulvis,— Filed ic wich 
a File, vill it was made as fmall as Dut. -— The Tar- 
gum of 5 follows the Hebrew, and the Arabick the . 
Syriack. 1f im the. whole we confider the Senfe in which 
that proverbial Speechme Beating teDuf, or Powder, is 
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en, there will be dificaky im the 
Queft. 6. Whether Ahafueras ix Sacred Writ, were the 
fame with Xerxes is Provane Hiftoryt, vs 

Anfw. We father believe him the fame with Artaxerxes, 
who fucectded X¢-re52 — 


no manner of 


if own Comir- 
‘or racher takes it for gratted,as a thing whol- 
ly le, becaule the Septuagint, - great yer 
and Axthority, confirms.che fame, aswell asthe Latin Vor~ 
fsx, becaule Abafuerus and Artaxerxes are of the fame, or 

P ‘fnarign « Abas being as much as Great, —Rojb, 
very ntay fignification ; ng ~ hos 
as or Chief. Thus Art; inthe Perfan Langaage, @ 
fignifies Great, being a common Prifix amongft ‘em, as He- 
Yodetus cells as; and we find im thofe words,— Artabants 
 Artavafales, ec. and Xerxes much the fame with Ba? ay 
“Atarerxes vol'd from Judea wo Behigpia, or Culb; he ei 
at Safe, or Shwban 5 he reign'd in Peace: All which be- 
long 00 Abafuerus, and hardly to any other of the Kings of 
Pufiz, who are affign'd in his room. We find allo, he 
made ufe of the Councilof fevem Princes 3 which E/fablijoment 
was not in thar Empire, ull the time of Darius: From 
whericé ‘tis plain, thar neither Cyrus nor Cambyfes cou'd be 
this Abafuerus: Nor cou'd it be Darius, who fever was di- 
vore'd, bur lefe his Wife Atoffa behind him in great Honowr:-- 
Nor Xerzts, becaufe he was engag'd in Wars, and always un 
happy. All the diffizultyis, How could Mordecai live to the 
Time of this Artaxerxes? But if we fuppofe him to be 
carried into Captivity ac Ten Years old, and to have been 
cury aged when thefe things happen’d, that Ooection will ea- 
fily vanifh, 

Queft. 7, Whence comes it that there's fo gread 2 déflerence 
between the holy Scriprures and profane Hiftory, in the 
Names of the Kings of Egvpt, Babel, and ober Countries ; 
which frms the flranger, becaufe fome of thofe Names are the 
fame in both Hiftories, as Darius, Cyrus and Artaxerxes? 

Anfw. For the facred Hiflorics, we are fure they are trae, 
and confequently, if there fhou'd be any irreconcileable dif- 
fereace between them and others, the lacter mutt be miftaken. 
But confidering the great diflance of Time, the difference ot 
Pronunciation between the Htbrew and other Languages, the 
uncertainty of profane Hiflorians, who difagree as much between 
themjelves, as with the Scriptures, and are, at beft, but Frag- 
ments, we gather ought to wonder there fhon'd be fo many 
Names alike, than perhaps wore which difagree. Inftance 
of the difference of Names we have in the am juft before 
meation’d, there being one thing more which increafes the 
Confufion, whichis, the fame Names being given to a whole 
Sxccelion; as Pharao to the Egyptians, and Artaxerxts to 
the Perfitxs, as Diodorus Siculus waforms us. 

Quett. 8. How comes it te pafs that Cain’s Damnation x Jo 
avouch'd by fame Men? 

Anfw, We contels, there are few Judgments of that na- 
ture which we do not think ra/bly made, fish fecres things be- 
longing to God.—~ Bur yet, if everone might venture to 
pafs a Sentence, it maight be, one wou'd think, in the Caf of 
Cain and Judas; both of whom, fome chink 1¢ wncharitable 
dor us abfolutely to presounce among the Damned: Bur what- 
ever their Judgments may be in cthefe Cafes, particularly 
that of Cain, we chink ir, atleaft, among things mof bighly 
probable, chat he 1s of that Number; both becaufe he went out 
fromthe Prifence of the Lord,——~ the Communion of bis Church, 
in his Father's Family, whither, chat we know of, he te- 
ver return'd ;--—— and becaule of whar ts faid of thofe Re- 
probates, Se, Jude mentions,—— who had gone in the Way 
of Cain, and perifb'd in the Gaiafaying of Core. 

Queft. 9. How {hall a Pofon of an ordinary Capacity be 
throughly fatisfy’d, that the Bible that i now us'd in this King- 
dom, u the fame that was writren by the Apoftles avd Pro- 
phets, 4s they were infpired by the Spirit of God , that it now 
carries the fame Senfe in the Luceral Underftanding, or thaz 
"gus the very Word of God? 

Axfw. No rational Min makes doubt of any Matter of 
Fait, which has all the Evidentes for ic that the satare of 
the thing will bear; And this Evidence every boneft Mazz has, 
let him be never fo walearned, chat thole Writings we sow 
bave agre, asco che mais, with the Originals, He hagthe 
ancoxtrold A:teflation Of all Ages and Plices, delivering the 
very Originals down co us, which learned and hoxeft Ma 
have trarflated into our own, as well as others into almoft 
all other Languages. He may sow have alfo che Teftimony of 
Perjoxs of the fame Coarader, that our Verfien agrees with 
whet Originals. —~ This is as goed, and much deter Eyi- 
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red in Coarts of Judicature to determine, either in matter YF 
Right and Wrong, or Life and Death, That che boly Serj- 
tures are-the Word of God, atid che fame which were writtes 
y infired Men, and confequemily have the famelSexfe for cha 
maiz, that they had when firft commitced to Writing, and 
thar Senfz, in what is ntceffary for Salvation, plain, and ¢ 
tobe underflood any Perfim Of an ordinary Capacity may fair- 
ly argue, fince ris agreeable to the Nature of God 00 give 
his Créaturts fome Direétions or other in the Way to Ata. 
vin. This bare Tradition, or Reafon, are too weak to per- 
form. This no other Writings can precend to; and this, 
the fame Goodnefs which gave tt, is oblig’d to preftrveit from 
any ¢fjemtial Alteration. _ 

. 10. Wat Credit & to. bt givem to the account 
Sihging Pialms. in the Air at Cevennes and other places ig 
France, during the heat of the Perftcution,—~ as related by 
Monfitur Yarieu ia bis Paitoral Letters? 

Anfw. Our Opinion is, if the Faft be trut, that twas 
only the Eccho of fome Voices finging in the hollaws of the 
Mountains, where the poor Protejtants might be gor toge- 
ther at cheir Devotions, which by che particular Scitwation of 
the place, and perhaps the a/fiftance of the Wind, might be 
heard at fo great a difhanct,-— we hope none wil! take 
this Opinion of ours in ill parr, fince it becomes fuch 4s 
wou'd fearch after Truth, not tobe too credwlous in the belief 
of fiich chings as feem vifibly co turpafs the ordinary Pow- 
ers of nature. 

Queft. 11. Whatwas the gréateft Sin inthe World before 
the Flood ? 

Anfw. The learned and sidicious Sir Walter Rawleigh thinks 
it was Cruelty: And indeed, that may feem to be more 
particularly provided apainft by God, at the Re-prapling of 
the World by the Sons of Noah, who, for that End. were 
forbidden to eat Blood, ‘Tis true that we read 1n feveral 
places, before the Flood came upon the Earth, that the whole 
Earth was fill’d with Violence; and tor that Reafon Gad 
fays, he wou'd deftroy ali Fieh. But this Violence ts not dee 
termin'’d to Cruelty and Murders only, {ince ir may reter as 
much to Rapes, Robberies, and al! forts of Injuftice, com- 
mitted with a flrong Hand, all the World over. If we may 
be permicved to add ovr Judgment, we are inclin’d to 
think it was not one fingle Sin, fo muchas a Complication 
ot Sins, and that umiverfally pra&ifed , for which the 
World was deftroy’d, (though, undoultedly, thofe men- 
ond might go a great way amongft the reft.) For thus 
fays God's Spirit, “ Every Imagination of Man's Heart 
“* was only evil.—— And again,——~ “ The Ezrth was co 
“rapt, and all Fleh had corrupted his Way. 

Queft. 12. Prom whence came firft the Superftition of Abe 
{taining from Flefh? Or where bad it its Original? 

Anfw. "Tis a Queflion noc cafit, perhaps impo(fible, to be 
decided, whether ever Fie was eaten before the Flood ;~—~ 
though fome think the Negative more probable, becaufe, as 
they obférve, all the Herbs of the Field, and Finit of tb 
Trees were given to Adam to tat, but no mention at ofl 
made of any Permiffion he had to cat Fleb ; whereas this 
Permifjion is exprefly given to Noah, at his Coming out of 
the Ark; and to what End, one wou'd think, if he and 
all MaRkind had it before ;——~ nay, and chat witha feem- 
ing reference to the fir(t Food.—— ** Every moving thing 
** chat hveth fhall be Meat for you; even as the green Herb, 
“have I given you aii things. However, there have been, 
from thoie firft Ags, fome Pefins whe, defiring to he 
thought more mortified and holy than the re/t of Mankind, 
have either altogether, or at leaft in pullick, abjftain’a ftom 
Fijh. °Tis hard to track the very Beginning of this Fan- 
cy, but as high as Pythagoras we can go withic; and the 
Reafon of his Abflinence is known to be his Opinion. con- 
cerning Tranfmigration, not dating to cat Fidh, left he 
fhou’d happen 0 fwallow a piece of his Great-Grandfather. 
‘Tis @ Queftion whether the Zewi(b Effeces had the fame 
Opinion trom bim, or be nor rather trom them. A famous Seét 
in the Jndies are at this Day of the fame Mind ; and fome 
Religious among the Papifs, (as well as the mad Turkifb 
Dervict,) nay, allthe Roman Catholicks, as’tis known, on 
certain Times and Days, as was long before propbefisd 
of ‘em,——- 1 Zim. 4. 3. “Forbidding to. marry, and com- 
“ manding to abjizin from Meats; which God had created, 
“to be receiv'd with Bhankfgiving.——~ Though they 
are not much hurt by’t, confidering how they make it ap, 
in the richeft Fijb, and the nobleft Wines. 
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